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subsequent editions of " Jason" and of the " Earthly Paradise." With this new friendship in his life it is not surprising to learn that about 1870 Morris began to make the illumination of manuscripts one of his chief passions—there is really no other word but "passion" to express the ardour of his love for craftsmanship.
But another love was sharing his volatile mind. He had been learning Icelandic; and in the year 1870, which saw, also, the publication of the last volume of the " Earthly Paradise," he put forth with Mr. Magnus-son a translation of the " Volsunga Saga." The weird-ness of this new world had gripped his imagination; and in 1871 he set off on a journey over Iceland with Faulkner, Mr. Magnusson and Mr. W. H. Evans. It was undoubtedly one of the events of his life, and had the strongest influence on his future works. Morris kept a diary during the trip, so we know in detail what happened and what he thought as he went along. The grimness of the scenery pleased him. He writes of the Faroes, on the way: "the coasts were most wonderful on either side; pierced rocks running out from the cliffs under which a tug might have sailed: caves that the water ran up into, how far we could not tell. ... I have seen nothing out of a dream so strange as our coming out of the last narrow sound into the Atlantic, and leaving the high wall of rocks astern in the shadowless midnight twilight: nothing I have ever seen has impressed me so much." Then they came where " Oddi lies on a marked knoll or slope, above a great stretch of boggy land through which Eastern